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Doug Jones and his wife, Louise, wave to supporters as the Democrat defeated Roy Moore for an open Senate seat in Alabama. 


Dem tops Moore in 
Alabama Senate race 


BY ALEXANDER BURNS AND 
JONATHAN MARTIN 


New York Times 


BIRMINGHAM, ALA. 
oug Jones, a Demo- 
cratic former prose- 
cutor who mounted a 
seemingly quixotic 

Senate campaign in the face of 

Republican dominance in Ala- 

bama, defeated his scandal- 

scarred opponent, Roy Moore, 
after a brutal campaign marked 
by accusations of sexual abuse 
and child molestation against 
the Republican, according to 

The Associated Press. 

The upset delivered an un- 
imagined victory for Democrats 
and shaved Republicans’ un- 
stable Senate majority to a sin- 
gle seat. 

With 99 percent of the vote 
counted, Jones had 49.5 percent 
to Moore's 48.8. 

Moore’s campaign manager, 


Rich Hobson, said the candidate 


is not yet conceding, the AP 
reported. Hobson said the mar- 
gin is thin and there are still 
votes to be counted. He asked 
Moore’s supporters to pray. 


BRYNN ANDERSON AP 


U.S. Senate candidate Roy Moore looks at election returns with staff 
during an election-night watch party in Montgomery, Ala. 


Jones’ victory could have 
drastic consequences on the 
national level, snarling Repub- 
licans’ legislative agenda in 
Washington and opening, for 
the first time, a realistic but still 
difficult path for Democrats to 
capture the Senate next year. It 
amounted to a stinging snub of 
President Donald Trump, who 
broke with much of his party 
and fully embraced Moore’s 


candidacy, seeking to rally sup- 
port for him in the closing days 
of the campaign. 

Sue Bell Cobb, a former chief 
judge of the Alabama Supreme 
Court, said Jones had overcome 
a culture of “toxic partisan- 
ship,” reaching out to Repub- 
licans and electrifying restive 
Democrats. 

“Never has there been this 
level of civic engagement,” said 


Vote results 


99% precincts reporting 


50% 49% 


654,072 639,564 
Source: Associated Press 


Cobb, who is planning to run for 
governor next year. “Never has 
it happened.” 

She was drowned out by a 
raucous cry from her fellow 
Democrats, and clasped her 
hands to her face as she saw on 
a massive projection screen that 
Jones had pulled ahead. Mayor 
Randall Woodfin of Birming- 
ham, a newly inaugurated Dem- 
ocrat standing just feet away, 
beamed as returns from his city 
helped put Jones over the top. 

“It feels great,” he said with 
undisguised elation. “It sends a 
message not just to America but 
to the world.” 

Trump tweeted his congrat- 
ulations to Jones “on a hard 
fought victory.” 

“The people of Alabama are 
great, and the Republicans will 
have another shot at this seat in 
a very short period of time. It 
never ends!” he wrote. 

Propelled by a backlash 
against Moore, an intensely 
polarizing former judge who 
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ED LEE, 1952-2017 


SF mayor 
oversaw 
tech-fueled 
takeoff 


BY THOMAS FULLER, 
ALAN COWELL 
AND JONAH ENGEL BROMWICH 


New York Times 


Edwin M. Lee, a lawyer and 
affordable housing advocate 
who was the first Asian- 
American to be elected mayor 
of San Francisco, died early 
Tuesday in a hospital there 
after collapsing. He was 65 
and in the midst of his second 
full term. 

The cause was not immedi- 
ately an- 
nounced by his 
office. In a 
statement, the 
office said he 
died at 1:11 
a.m. local time 
at Zuckerberg 
San Francisco 
General Hospi- 
tal. 

Lee was in critical condi- 
tion when he arrived at the 
hospital by ambulance shortly 
after 10 p.m. Monday, ac- 
cording to Dr. Susan Ehrlich, 
the hospital’s chief executive. 
Lee’s family asked that furth- 
er medical details not be 
released, she said. 

Former Mayor Willie 
Brown told the San Francisco 
Examiner that Lee was shop- 
ping at his neighborhood 
supermarket when he suf- 
fered a heart attack. 

London Breed, president of 
the Board of Supervisors, was 
named acting mayor. Dennis 
Herrera, the city’s attorney, 
said the board can decide 
whether it wants to choose a 
replacement mayor before 
June, when an election will 
determine who will finish out 
Lee’s term. He was re-elected 
in 2015. 

Lee was a symbol of the 
city’s changing demograph- 
ics, from a white majority to 
what the mayor called a “ma- 
jority of minority groups.” 
Whites made up 42 percent of 
the population in the 2010 
census, while Asians constitu- 
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e London Breed takes over as mayor of 
San Francisco. 3A 

e Mayor Lee’s support of sports teams 
will endure. 1C 


State’s dry December has 
some worrying another 
drought is beginning 


BY DALE KASLER 
AND RYAN SABALOW 


dkasler@sacbee.com 


December has been bone dry 


in California, and it doesn’t look 


like it’s going to get much wet- 
ter by the time the 2018 rolls 
around. 

Precipitation levels in Sacra- 
mento and most major Cali- 
fornia cities are below average 
for this time of year. The Sierra 
Nevada snowpack is just 37 
percent of normal. The U.S. 


one-third of California is either 
facing moderate drought condi- 
tions or is abnormally dry, with 
all of the dry areas lying south 
of the Sacramento-San Joaquin 
Delta. Extraordinarily arid con- 
ditions have helped fuel the 
wildfires in Southern California, 
where rainfall has been almost 
nonexistent. Arizona, Utah and 
parts of Nevada are also drier 
than usual. 

With no rain or snow in the 
immediate National Weather 
Service forecast, it looks like 


bust, for the first of our three 
big months of precipitation,” 
said State Climatologist Michael 
Anderson. “That’s enough to 
get us paying closer attention.” 

Still, climate experts and 
hydrologists say it’s way too 
early to sound the alarm about a 
new drought. Thanks to a wet- 
ter-than-usual November, total 
precipitation in Northern Cali- 
fornia is actually close to aver- 
age for this time of year. Most 
of Northern California’s reser- 
voirs, which are critical to keep- 
ing water flowing to cities and 
farms across the state during 
spring, summer and fall, are in 
good shape because of last win- 
ter’s record-breaking rain and 
snow. 

“Having as wet a winter as we 
did last year offers some buffer 
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TRUMP DISMISSES 
HIS ACCUSERS 


The president forcefully 
enters sexual harassment 
debate, dismissing his 
own accusers and 
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